Engaging South Florida on Sea Level Rise: Eyes on the Rise, King Tides and Citizen Science by Pinto, Juliet & Jacobson, Susan
Florida International University
FIU Digital Commons
Sea Level Rise Collection
2015
Engaging South Florida on Sea Level Rise: Eyes on
the Rise, King Tides and Citizen Science
Juliet Pinto
School of Journalism and Mass Communication, Florida International University, jpinto@fiu.edu
Susan Jacobson
Journalism and Mass Communications Department, Florida International University, sujacobs@fiu.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/sea_level_rise
Part of the Communication Commons, and the Environmental Sciences Commons
This work is brought to you for free and open access by FIU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Sea Level Rise Collection by an
authorized administrator of FIU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact dcc@fiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Pinto, Juliet and Jacobson, Susan, "Engaging South Florida on Sea Level Rise: Eyes on the Rise, King Tides and Citizen Science"
(2015). Sea Level Rise Collection. Paper 40.
http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/sea_level_rise/40
ENGAGING SOUTH FLORIDA ON SEA 
LEVEL RISE: EYES ON THE RISE, KING 
TIDES AND CITIZEN SCIENCE
JULIET PINTO AND SUSAN JACOBSON
SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
CHALLENGES FOR SOUTH FLORIDA WITH 
ACCELERATING SEA LEVEL RISE
• POROUS LIMESTONE ROCK
• LOW TOPOGRAPHY
• CANAL SYSTEMS
• SALT WATER INTRUSION
• FLOOD INSURANCE
• BUILDING CODES
Image: COMPACT, 2015
MIAMI AND SEA LEVEL RISE
WHAT IS BEING DONE
• MIAMI BEACH:
• $400 MILLION FOR PUMPS AND OTHER 
INFRASTRUCTURE
• BEACH RENOURISHMENT
• LIVING WALLS
• NEW BUILDING STANDARDS AND SEA WALL HEIGHTS
• FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
• CREATION OF A SEA LEVEL SOLUTIONS CENTER
• REGIONAL:
• SOUTH FLORIDA CLIMATE CHANGE TASK FORCE
CHALLENGES
• NEED FOR INCREASED PUBLIC AWARENESS
• LITTLE STATE POLITICAL WILL
• LACK OF ACADEMIC UNIT FOR 
SCIENCE/ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMUNICATION
• ACROSS PLATFORMS AND TO MULTI-
LINGUAL COMMUNITIES
COP21
CREATIVE WORK: “SOUTH FLORIDA’S RISING SEAS”
• ORIGINATED FROM SEJ 2011 SEA LEVEL RISE TOUR
• 26-MINUTE AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY PRODUCED 
BY KATE MACMILLIN AND JULIET PINTO, FIU-SJMC FACULTY
• AIRED ON PUBLIC TELEVISION IN JANUARY 2014
• WAS REPURPOSED FOR PBS NEWSHOUR (MARCH 2014) 
AND THE SUN-SENTINEL FEATURE ON SEA LEVEL RISE (APRIL 
2014)
• HAS BEEN AIRED DOZENS OF TIMES AND VIEWED ONLINE 
THOUSANDS OF TIMES
• TRAILER (ONE-MINUTE)
Image: guardian.com
GRANT FUNDED ACTIVITY: 
TEACHING AND RESEARCH/CREATIVE WORK
EYES ON THE RISE
• $35,000 CHALLENGE FUND GRANT TO 
“HACK THE CURRICULUM”
• NEW COURSES
• SEA LEVEL RISE APP
• COLLABORATIONS WITH HIGH SCHOOLS
• VIDEOS FOR PUBLIC TELEVISION
EVENT JOURNALISM,15 COURSES, 
4 FACULTY, 100+ STUDENTS
KING TIDE DAY, OCT. 9, 2014
• EYES ON THE RISE FUNDED EVENT
• CROWD HYDROLOGY AND SENSOR JOURNALISM 
(MAST AND FIU  STUDENTS)
• EPA ADMINISTRATOR GINA MCCARTHY
• SEN. BILL NELSON
• SEN. SHELDON WHITEHOUSE
• MAYOR PHILIP LEVINE
• MAYOR CINDY LERNER
• CLEO PANEL
STUDENT WORK: 
SEA LEVEL RISE: IMPACT
KING TIDES, SEPT. 28, 2015
KING TIDES, OCT. 28, 2015
KING TIDES, NOV. 24, 2015:
CITIZEN SCIENCE TO ENGAGE & EMPOWER COMMUNITIES

LESSONS LEARNED
• BREAK DOWN SILOS! INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATIONS NECESSARY FOR FUNDING
• KEEP GOOD WORKING RELATIONS WITH PARTNERS IN VARIOUS SECTORS
• STRIVE TO UNDERSTAND ROLE OF CULTURE IN COMMUNICATING ENVIRONMENTAL/SCIENTIFIC ISSUES
• INVOLVE STUDENTS ACROSS ACADEMIC UNITS
• SUPPORT FROM ACADEMIC UNITS UNIVERSITY-WIDE
• SHARE RESOURCES
• GET PAST ENVIRONMENT V. ECONOMY OR CLIMATE CHANGE “DEBATE”
• TELL HUMAN STORIES ACROSS MULTIPLE PLATFORMS
• ASK: HOW MUCH WILL PEOPLE PAY TO LIVE IN MIAMI-DADE?
THANK YOU!
